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Newsletter 600m June 2012 

The rain was pouring down when I left home and the prospects of us shooting looked pretty dismal but as usual the 
Good Hope range was dry albeit a bit windy. The North-Wester was pushing through at a fair speed and it looked 
promising. 47 entries was a good turnout for the cold and quite surprising considering the very cloudy weather.  

John Ecclestone opened the shoot with the prayer and we were ready on the firing line with one minute to go and the 
rain came pouring down. It was targets out and everyone packing up and taking shelter in the cars. Riaan decided that 
he was not prepared to get wet and left to start the fires. Just as well as the wood was wet and he had the devil of a 
time getting the fire going. The sun came out at 09h45 we started again. Our late start made us take the decision to 
make it only 10 to count and rush it along before the rain came again, which luckily did not happen.  

Despite that It was really cold and the wind rushing through from behind was turning now and again just enough to 
make it interesting there were again some very good scores. The 600m is normally one of the more difficult shoots but 
the scores generally were encouraging. It looks like the general shooting ability of the members is improving to such 
an extent that the X Class is going to be huge next year. The results of this very cold shoot were as follows; 

X Class 
 

A Class 
1 John  Austin 47.04 

 
1  Tjaart Muller  45.04 

2 Michael Beardwood 45.02 
 

2  John Duckitt 44.02 

3 Jean De Villiers 45.01 
 

3  Johan Cilliers 42.00 

4 Sebastian Barkhuyzen 44.03 
 

4 Sakkie Stoffberg 40.01 

5 Darryl  Carver 43.02 
 

5 Chris Gouws 39.01 

6 Pieter Marais 41.02 
 

6 Adrian Lith 38.01 

         B Class 
 

J Class 
1 Kobus de Villiers 46.03 

 
1 Liam Beardwood 40.02 

2 Arnold  Beneke 44.02 
 

2 Noah Bennett 36.00 

3 Dippie Dippenaar 42.03 
     4 Jacques Muller 42.02 
 

Veterans Class 
5 Rod Gardner 36.01 

 
1 John  Austin 47.04 

6 Schalk Hattingh 35.01 
 

2 Darryl  Carver 43.02 

     
3 Johan Cilliers 42.00 

In the X Class it was John Austin who achieved the highest score of the day, a well deserved 47.04. It was a great 
comeback for John after having battled to record good scores at the Nationals. Not only was it the top score but it is 
also a new club record. The previous record held by Syd Goslin was 46.02. Congratulations John on your achievement. 
In second with 45.02 was Michael Beardwood with Jean just one V-bull behind on 45.01. Bas was fourth after a long 
absence with 44.03, followed by me on 43.02. In sixth place was Pieter on 41.02.  

Our A Class winner was Tjaart with a seriously good 45.04. Jacques excuse was that he coached better than his Dad. 
John Duckitt was second with 44.02 followed by Johan Cilliers on 42. In fourth was Sakkie with 40.01, fifth was Chris 
on 39.01 and sixth was Adrian with 38.01. Lizette  Gouws also scored 38.01 (only one point behind Chris) but lost out 
on a count out and was seventh. 
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We certainly have some ringers in the B Class. Winning with a borrowed rifle and bettering his brother’s score was 
Kobus with 46.03. In second place with another X Class score was Arnold with 44.02. In third place, showing that 
practice and homework count was Dippie with 42.03. In fourth place was Jacques with 42.02. You guys are going one 
place next year and you know where that will be. In sixth place was Rod with 36.01 followed by Schalk with 35.01. 

In the J class there were good scores recorded by Liam and Noah. Liam won with 40.02 and Noah scored 35.00. Well 
done guys. 

The veteran class was won by John with his great 47.04 followed by me on 43.02 and Johan Cilliers with 42.00.   

Our range officers for the day were Amanda, Michael, Melani and I while the butts officers were Johan Cilliers, 
Mathew, Arnold and Joe. The squadding was done by Michael, the money was collected by Amanda and the stats 
were compiled by Melani. The targets were hauled by Pieter and the flags were collected by all. Thanks to all for the 
smooth running of the shoot. I must thank everyone that attended for making this one another great event.  

The catering for the day was done by Geraldine and Riaan and Schalk did the braaing in their normal professional 
manner. We had a slight glitch with the numbers and some, unfortunately went hungry. Our apololgies as we forgot to 
count the youngsters.  

I am happy to report that our new safety rule of no bolt in the rifle until the range is declared open seemed to be 
adhered to by all. Let’s keep that up. We rely on everyone to enforce the safety rules. It is your duty to look after your 
partner and make sure he declares his weapon safe at the end of the detail and to check that it actually is. 

We all have bad days at the range but there are some shooters still consistently battling to better 30 out of 50. I would 
like to suggest that you try and partner with an X class shooter and get them to try and help you. If anyone needs 
advice or help with reloading, rifle tuning or technique please ask as there is enough experience around to sort of 
point you in the right direction. Our e-mail account is checked on a daily basis and I would encourage you to mail your 
questions to us, we will gladly share information. That is what we are here for.   

The scores look like they are generally improving as I have said earlier but with a little work we should get everyone to 
a reasonable standard. There was Louis shooting without a sling with a borrowed rifle at the 600 and he managed to 
score 33.01. How he managed that I do not know. Imagine what he will do with a sling?  Before you try and load the 
perfect round and super tune the rifle try and get the basics right like sling and trigger let off and unless your rifle is 
really vrot you will see a vast improvement in your scores. 

I will be sending out a notice soon regarding our September shoot but we need to finalise some details with the rest of 
the committee on their return from hunting. At our next event we will be into the long range events with the 700m. 
We will be back to 10 to count at the long range but we give you 2 more sighters. Hope you have all recorded your 
600m setting so that you don’t waste any expensive ammo to get onto the target.     

Our next event is; 
Date          28th July 2012 
Distance    700m 
Venue        Good Hope Shooting Range 
Ammo        5 x sighters(3 convertible) and 10 to count (total 15 rounds) 
 
Congratulations to the following members on celebrating their birthdays during July; 
 
  4 July   Jan Minnie 
17 July   Jacques Müller 
20 July   Glen von Zeil 
24 July   Robert Ellis 
31 July   Sherrit Kunneke 
31 July   Graeme Leon 
 
Special mention must go to Robert who will be 75 on the 24th July 2012. Congratulations and well done, may you keep 
shooting for years to come. To the rest of you, have a fantastic record breaking shooting year.  
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At our next event, I know you will all be heartbroken but much to my dismay, I will not be there. I will be hunting in 
the freezing Karoo (the only dates I could get) but never fear the young committee should wax it, no problem. 
 
Until next time, 
Keep Safe 
Darryl  
 
 

 

John Ecclestone is the only person I know that can sleep and snore with his eyes 
open when there are rifle shots going off. He must have had his hearing aid turned 

off. 

It was great to have you there John, your indiscretion is excused. 
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Sakkie with his novel square tunnel 

 
Louis without a sling. 

 
Where did that go Jermaine? 

 
Kobus busy abusing his brother. 

 

 
The sad disbelieving face of a beaten man. 

 
Two Johns in action.

 
Bas and Callie on the line. 

 
Dippie coaching Pappa Joe. 
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